The Library Society has the foremost collection of South Carolina colonial newspapers in the world. Within that collection are issues of the South Carolina and American General Gazette. In 2001 we learned that a copy of the August 2-14, 1776 issue of the newspaper, which contains the first printed copy of the Declaration of Independence to be published in South Carolina, was to be auctioned by Christies in New York. We checked our copies of that newspaper and discovered that our issue was missing. We had numerous records to prove that the issue had been in our collections, and it had been used by a historian as late as 1871. We compared the marks on the issue to be auctioned with the preceding and subsequent issues found in our collections. The markings on those issues matched those found on the issue to be auctioned. Fortunately for the Library Society, the Post and Courier Foundation successfully bid for the issue and generously donated it to the Library Society on permanent loan. The Library Society intends to display the newspaper on each Independence Day in the future.
ATG: The Charleston Library Society's building at 164 King Street is fronted by two of the city's largest ginkgo trees. This species represents memory and long life, and for many years the ginkgo leaf has served as the symbol of the Charleston Library Society. What plans do you have for the future?
EE: We will continue to educate researchers and potential members about our wonderful collections and the many benefits of membership in this venerable organization. An important part of that is our ongoing effort to place records for all of our holdings in an online catalog, which can be accessed by both members and researchers. Our longterm goal is to enhance our organization's sustainability and to ensure that the Charleston Library Society continues to shape our city's cultural landscape for many years to come. 
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